
Behavior Specific Praise

I like the way you….. 

Nice job!  
On	what?	

Way to go? 
What	did	I	do?	

Give	your	child	LOTS	of	praise-	
but	make	sure	they	know	what	

you	are	praising!	
	

Tell	them	EXACTLY	what	
behavior	you	are	happy	to	see.	

Be	clear	&	consistent	with:	
² ExpectaLons	
² InstrucLons	

AND	
² Praise	statements	

RepeaLng	back	the	target	
behavior	in	the	form	of	
verbal	praise	can	help	to	
increase	the	occurrence	of	
that	behavior	in	the	future.		

Thank you for emptying the dishwasher. 
Way to finish your homework quickly! 

I like the way you ate all of your dinner! 
Awesome job sharing with your little brother today! 

I love how you followed directions the 1st time! 



Learn more about  
Behavior Specific Praise


Recommended Easy Reads: 
	
1.  hRp://www.ustream.tv/recorded/105305181	
2.  hRp://www.bsci21.org/the-one-phrase-that-can-make-parenLng-

easier/	

	

	

Legit Research References	
	
Allday,	R.	A.,	Hinkson-Lee,	K.,	Hudson,	T.,	Neilsen-Ga\,	S.,	Kleinke,	A.,	&	Russel,	C.	S.	
(2012).	Training	general	educators	to	increase	behavior-specific	praise:	Effects	on	
students	with	EBD.	Behavioral	Disorders,	87-98.	
	
Conroy,	M.	A.,	Sutherland,	K.	S.,	Snyder,	A.,	Al-Hendawi,	M.	&	Vo,	A.	(2009).	CreaLng	a	
posiLve	classroom	atmosphere:	Teachers’	use	of	effecLve	praise	and	feedback.	
Beyond	Behavior,	18,	18-26.	
	
Cooper,	J.	O.,	Heron,	T.	E.,	&	Heward,	W.	L.	(2007).	Applied	behavior	analysis.	
	
	
Haydon,	T.,	&	MusL-Rao,	S.	(2011).	EffecLve	Use	of	Behavior-Specific	Praise:	A	Middle	
School	Case	Study.	Beyond	Behavior,	20(2).	
	
	
Skinner,	B.	F.	(1953).	Science	and	human	behavior.	Simon	and	Schuster.	
	
Stormont,	M.,	&	Reinke,	W.	(2009).	The	Importance	of	PrecorrecLve	Statements	and	
Behavior-Specific	Praise	and	Strategies	to	Increase	Their	Use.	Beyond	Behavior,	18(3),	
26-32.	
	
Sulzer-Azaroff,	Beth,	and	G.	Roy	Mayer.	Behavior	analysis	for	lasLng	change.	Holt,	
Rinehart	&	Winston,	1991.	
	
Sutherland,	K.	S.,	Wehby,	J.	H.,	&	Copeland,	S.	R.	(2000).	Effect	of	varying	rates	of	
behavior-specific	praise	on	the	on-task	behavior	of	students	with	EBD.	Journal	of	
EmoLonal	and	Behavioral	Disorders,	8(1),	2-8.	
	
	


