
Why is my child doing that? 

WTF? What’s the function?

ü All behavior serves a purpose.
ü What the behavior produces= the function.
ü Behavior always works
ü We behave in a certain way to achieve a certain 

outcome. 
ü Functional= it pays off for the child in some way.
ü Get to the root of the behavior. 



Learn more about 
Functions of Behavior

Recommended Easy Reads:
1. https://www.behaviorbabe.com/functions-of-behavior
2. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4G_4U_6IB1U
3. http://www.educateautism.com/behavioural-principles/functions-of-

behaviour.html
4. http://www.lifewithgreyson.com/2018/06/understanding-functions-

of-behavior.html
5. http://caseyscircle.org/wp-content/uploads/CAC-Functions-of-

Behavior-.pdf
6. https://www.erinoakkids.ca/ErinoakKids/files/51/515c37a7-fed0-

4f5a-913b-4f658fb56335.pdf

Legit Research References
Cipani, E., & Schock, K. M. (2010). Functional behavioral assessment, diagnosis, and 
treatment: A complete system for education and mental health settings. Springer 
Publishing Company.

Cipani, E. (1994). Treating childrens' severe behavior disorders: A behavioral 
diagnostic system. Journal of Behavior Therapy and Experimental Psychiatry, 25(4), 
293-300.

Cipani, E. (1990). The communicative function hypothesis: An operant behavior 
perspective. Journal of behavior therapy and experimental psychiatry, 21(4), 239-247.

Paul, H. A. (2012). Cipani, E.(2011). Decoding Challenging Classroom Behaviors: What 
Every Teacher and Paraeducator Should Know. Springfield, IL: Charles C. Thomas, ix+ 
299 pp., $34.95 (paperback).

https://www.behaviorbabe.com/functions-of-behavior
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4G_4U_6IB1U
http://www.educateautism.com/behavioural-principles/functions-of-behaviour.html
http://www.lifewithgreyson.com/2018/06/understanding-functions-of-behavior.html
http://caseyscircle.org/wp-content/uploads/CAC-Functions-of-Behavior-.pdf
https://www.erinoakkids.ca/ErinoakKids/files/51/515c37a7-fed0-4f5a-913b-4f658fb56335.pdf

